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ianeuvering_for Influence within the OgV?

1, Although a current of dissatisfection with Leopold Figl as Federal Chancellor
contimics within the 0eVE, therc is mo prospect of his rerioval before the
spring of 1950, A new pariy convention ie scheduled to be held at that tine,
and it is Dbelieved possible that the offlces of Bundecperieiobmann and Bundes—
Imnzler, both now heid by Figl, moy be sepavated, Fipgl might rotain one of
these positions, or he may e oppointed landeshaupimann of Lower Austria. The
fecling of the OoVP leadorship 1s that Figlls vemovel irmedistely after the

| olections would have a bod psycholopical cffeet, The quection of a new term

| for Figl after the elections was not even discusscd ot the mecting of the

‘ Lendesleitung, ien on 30 Lugush 1949.% :
|

5. Within OeVP ran's, Yerl Gzuber ard Dr. ileinrich Gleicsner, Landechauptmann for
Upper Austria; scen o b3 equally favored es the pocsible suscessor to Figl,
Turdes ie not being vomsidered at 21l as a eandidate., Although he is a capable
and respected men, his tine is so telken up with the performance of official

‘ gutics that he has ro opportuniiy to build up political support; he spends

| 1i4tle tine in Vienna and does wot hove nuch sentaet with fellow party members.
: Of a1l the OeVP leadors, Graf is clearly meking the nost effort to succced Figl.

lle is allegedly atterpiing to have Figl pronoted %o the sinecure of Féderal
Procident and is maneuvering to inprove hic oun nosition with the O6VP by eny
neans, #%

3, Reports that Rudolf Irictofiés-Binder, QoVP liember of Parlisment, will be ex-
polled fron the CeVP are absolutely mfcunded. On the contrary, e is strongly
supported by Reab, and the Bundssloitung is moking a vigorous effort to have
rristofics-Dinder corpets for an easy victory oa a carsfully sclected election
ticket for Lover Austria, since he was not selected for re-election fm any
Vienne district, Lrictofico-Binter®s election s jmportent to tho CeVE, since he
is the only llationalrat in the party with working class suprort,¥¥¥  The Dundes-
leitung is also atverpiinz to ensuro +he election in Lower Austria of Harl Frisdl
and Dr, lladine Pounovic,
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Xhe OcTP and, J

The cplzion now of the UsVP Dundeslelitung and of the grovp avound Crof s
Geat the weolng of ke Nazis Uy ihe parly wes o mistcks. Svits Ziwk resently
stated that the Jumge Fromt and Lits mowspapur, vhick is costlng 49,000 schille
ings por isoue, ars Leth failuves and will be dlgsolved aftesr the electlons,
Zivk gald ¥nb he wes oppused to the present polisy of the CoVP which permiis
Lhe formation of sepprate erpanizations corvesronding o various shades of
opinion within the peviy. In conmsctlon with the Junge Fromb, 1t 4 reported
that the geosp bas beon wuging e losing baiile in ite disiidol nectings egaimst
seprosentatlyss of the VIU (Ioague of Indepandsnis) who huve besnm su sssfnlily
rscrviting potantial Juuge Front nenbers for their cun crpenization., A rumsr
is clrevlating in the 067P that Ur. Herbert Xvaus, leacer of the YLU, has
recoived 3,006,000 schillinzs from the United States ac o coptribuiicn io his
teetion caupzign fumd,
Ihe Moveodiish, Gronn wiihin the OsVP
A Meparehist oleuent which haa besn ackive withir the CoUP has resantly bsem
fexmed into a subordiuats sectlon eslled "Referst My Oesterreichiseche Goschilehis
wd Volkstim,” or, more populariy, "Traditivasreferat.” Tas laader of the group
ds Frisdrich Ri%ter vom Wlesner, a Jommer sinie aitormey and lfusirian Peveign

© Service ufficev, Betwesn the lasht two wexs, he was 2 liaiscn agent between

Avghduke Ctis of Hopsburg and high-ranking Austeisn govermmend officials., It
iz cvasideved iikely that Wiesasr 13 in contact wlith Keraus of 4ths VDU, The idex
s the fergation of this soction originated with Fellw Huvdes end Dr. Alfwed
EBagamags ity mosi active wganizar has been Fraw Profecser HitHel, The OsTP
beg encouraged the "Traditioneraferat? whieh i3 eonsidered a safoly walve for
%’@&awfe:a teadencios within the party and 2lso & counter-balance against the
Nagis,

The mpclsus af the rew Morsrehist section in the (VP hag beer forwsd by
werging W already exlstivg organizaticas, Omo, the Ussterrolebiscie
ingchals, has 500 yewbers. The leaders of this zroup ave Kaerner in Gresz,
Wilkolnm Selwidt in Selzburg, and Dr, Hiltsl wmd Dr, Seusr in Vieana, Sauner
is the president of the orpamizaticon and a pilendst of some voputation, The
opganizevion publishes a wogasine eslled Dis Netion., The second argenizaticn
is ailed Helmatland arnd i- mainly = hiking so Vo Lis prasident ig Erieh
Fanner of Lipz, bab {he wxeal isader i Maris I of Vieura, who achs as

7. A Col, Bswzuer of Vierna is sn active membew.

Moalbings of the sectlon so far hove indisalsd an intevest ‘n o sentimental
roccpgtructlon of Menar wrie, rather than emy pesiyive progran for

“he fubtuve, ond the sectlen eareies no welghh politisslly, A% a meelimg held
recenily, (raf's representalive in the seetiun, Frliz Polear, made en sloguend
spogch, vhich was well voselved, iu faver of the old days Inm Vienma under the
HBapaburgs, Wher & nmore consbructive progran was suggesied by Do, Alfred Missony
of the Qerlerreichischer Verlag, howsver, it wezsived no suppset from the mambe:
of the scetion.
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I inat at the meeting of 0sTP Vienna
headguarters on 30 August 1949, it was upanimously declided o opposs a nsw
term for Figl eficr the alscticus,

ot This account of cundidates for Piglls positlion does mot agree
wiih a pepors from apothar sovree which gives the Pariy’s first choles as
CGrubsr, second choles; Hurdss, ond Shird cholce, Clolssner, Graf's nams is
aaitted entirely from the Xlst, '

R m@@@ The report of Kristofics-Biniler's smpelsion frem the OeVP,

altbeugh supporied in the press, is in dlvcet conflict wiih ar accouat from
arother soures whalch empPatieally roporits thal Kristofics-Biader has been
ducpped Sron the QsVP, The sams souice goos on to gay $halt an atlempt to retaln
his seat fu Pazlizment by elffaring a l 33330 eibe to the 0P wag
wpgrecessful. AY all eveniy, howwy Bloderts nawy does not appser
on the newly published electoral. Llgt sze Austeia, Ths 0gUP is repowted

%o have dropped Krlstofice-Biudar in order %o aveld an aviarard sitwation, sinee
it had been learned that the Scelalists inberded %o single cut Kristofies-Blandew
fer violent attack during the eleetlon campaign, He was allegedly responsible
for arranging a meeding in 1946 betuwesa Raab and Figl on one side and Ermst
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